
Answer some questions about a possible topic: 
 

Is the topic too broad or too narrow? 
Is there information about this topic? 
 
Example:  topic that is too broad = Iraq war 
       topic that is too narrow = impact of the war on  
  Iraq’s single, female college students   
  regarding possible narrowing of     
  educational opportunities available to them 
 
In what area of knowledge is the topic located?  
What is the perspective / angle of the topic? 
 
Example:  use the Dewey Browser to identify which subject 

 area would best suit the focus of the topic  
 

 
 
Selecting a subject area for the topic helps narrow and focus 

  the topic.  Select from various material’s formats. 
 

 


