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Concordia’s Mission Statement:

The mission of Concordia University, St. Paul, a university of The Lutheran Church -- Missouri Synod, is to prepare students for thoughtful and informed living, for dedicated service to God and humanity, for enlightened care of God's creation, all within the context of the Christian Gospel.
All service-learning placement sites must be approved by the Office of Service-Learning and/or the course instructor.  If students are interested in completing their service-learning at another site not listed below, they should discuss their ideas with their instructor and/or the Office of Service-Learning.  
APPROVED SERVICE-LEARNING SITES
ACES
http://www.aces4kids.org/    


 
ACES provides after-school programming in several partner schools using a sports-themed curriculum to supplement the skills students are learning in the classroom. Volunteers are needed one afternoon a week, as tutors/mentors. Opportunities are available to design projects or curriculum units. Several locations in both St Paul and Minneapolis, including one close to campus (Maxfield Elementary School).  Days and times vary.  Contact Tom Basquill at 612-331-3454 or  tombasquill@aces4kids.org       
Achieve! Minneapolis Career and College Initiative  www.achieveminneapolis.org
(Minneapolis Public High Schools and Metropolitan Federated Alternative Schools)
The Achieve! Career and College Initiative builds on existing school, community, and government programs within various public and alternative high schools in Minneapolis. Career and College Centers are located in the high school to assist Minneapolis high school students in reaching their academic and post graduation goals. Concordia students can provide career and college prep support to high school students through these centers or through e-mentoring and tutoring. Contact: Rachel Dischinger 612-252-1141 or rjdischa@hotmail.com
Arts-US

The mission of ARTS-US, whose offices are located on Concordia’s campus, is to develop young leaders in and through the arts.  Arts-Us uses the arts and culture from the African Diaspora to nurture a supportive and enriching environment for Twin Cities urban youth.  Programs are designed to provide a catalyst to help youth, and the adults who parent, educate and advise them; to build assets and skills for artistic appreciation and expression, academic achievement, and community leadership.  Students of any major can get involved in the mentoring/tutoring programs, after-school/weekend/summer arts workshops, the young storytellers program, educator workshops, and office administration. Saturday program is on campus.   Contact Anika Ward at 651-641-8864 or anikaward@gmail.com 
AVID (Advancement Via Individual Determination)
The AVID program is a national tutoring program that works through the St. Paul Public Schools.  The program focuses on middle and high school students doing average work and prepares the students for admission to a four-year college or university.  The program includes participation in the AVID elective class where students learn note-taking, time management, goal setting, career research processes, college interest surveys, and public speaking skills. Two days a week, college tutors/role models come in to work with the students using the Socratic method of questioning.

Tutors are provided with training and are under the classroom supervision of a Saint Paul Public School teacher at all times. The required 8-hours of training per semester can be completed on Saturdays or 2 hours a month during the semester.

Contact Darlene Fry, the AVID Program Coordinator, at 651-793-5532, or by e-mail at darlene.fry@spps.org
Big Brothers/Big Sisters 
www.bigstwincities.org.
You can make a difference in the life of a child.  As a Big Brother or Sister, you form a friendship with a child who needs you.  You can choose to meet your Little Brother or Sister at a local school one hour a week for the school year or in a more flexible program where you can meet in the community two to four times a month for a year.   Play basketball, create a piece of art, listen, be a friend.  Studies have shown that children with a Big Brother or Sister are less likely to do drugs, less likely to hit someone, and get along better with their families.

A little bit of you makes a BIG difference!  For more information, call 651-789-2400.

Campfire USA – www.campfireusa-mn.org
Camp Fire USA works in partnership with other community organizations (Skyline Towers, Liberty Plaza, recreation centers) to bring after-school enrichment programs to youth. Youth develop a sense of belonging and a positive identity through Camp Fire clubs. The curriculum is based on the 14 youth development assets researched by the Search Institute. Most of the youth are in grades K-4. Camp Fire USA also sponsors Teens in Action groups which mobilize 5th – 8th grade students to do service in their communities. Training in behavior management, risk management, and the Camp Fire curriculum is provided. Contact: Jeannette Marnholtz 651-632-9194 or jeannette.marnholtz@campfireusa-mn.org
Dorothy Day Center      http://www.ccspm.org/services/dorDay.html 
Catholic Charities is the Twin Cities’ largest private provider of social services, working to strengthen families, reduce poverty, and build communities in the Minneapolis and St. Paul metro area.  The Dorothy Day Center in downtown St Paul provides meals and resources to the poor and homeless, including many who struggle with chemical dependency or with physical or mental disabilities.  In addition to meals, they offer employment, housing, and health-related services.  

A group of students, faculty, staff, administrators, and friends go to the Dorothy Day Center on the fourth Saturday of every month between September and April to make and serve breakfast to people experiencing homelessness.  

Contact Theresa Leko at leko@csp.edu or 651-603-6318 to sign up for helping with Saturday breakfasts. 

For other opportunities, contact John Gambino at 651-288-4705 or JGambino@ccspm.org
Episcopal Church Home    http://www.ehomesmn.org/ 
Episcopal Church Home is a senior community located close to campus that provides quality health-care and a home-like atmosphere to the community’s growing elderly population.  Areas for student involvement include:  cooking events and projects, recreation, arts and music assistants and teachers, casino game night organizers, musicians and entertainers, personal shoppers, and developing a “Concordia as a Destination” trips for senior visits to campus.  Contact Jean Sandberg at 651-632-8816 or jsandberg@ehomesmn.org 

Farm in the City     http://www.farminthecity.org/ 
FITC, with offices on Concordia’s campus and several off-site locations, has programs for children and youth, environmental arts workshops, community gardening, English as a Second Language gardening with local residents, and a market garden program selling some of their produce to area restaurants/grocery stores/farmers’ markets. In 2000, they also created a labyrinth garden next to the circle gardens on our campus (by the science and music buildings).  Examples of service-learning projects include:  creating brochures and producing a newsletter, updating a community garden resource guide, assisting with studio art projects, assisting the program manager with the youth program, carrying out a community design process for a new community garden, and others.  FITC invites students in all fields to explore their opportunities.  Contact Mary Petrie at 651-641-8831 or petri017@umn.edu 

Galtier Science, Mathematics and Technology Magnet Elementary School
Galtier is a magnet school dedicated to the education of St. Paul’s students in all areas of study with a special emphasis on science, mathematics, and technology and their applications in life. The school serves a diverse population of African-American, Asian, Somali, Latino, Caucasian, and Native American students, early childhood to 6th grade. Galtier utilizes volunteers in the classroom and in their after-school program to promote proficiency in literacy and math. The school would also like to re-start their Kids I News program, a student-lead news radio show, and would be interested in partnering with Communication Studies majors. This community site may also be a good match for college students who are interested in leading a school choir. Located a few block north of campus on Hamline Ave. (1317 Charles Ave.).  Contact: Jaimi Parent at 651-293-8710 ext. 1147 or jaimi.parent@spps.org
Goodwill/Easter Seals   www.goodwilleasterseals.org
Goodwill/Easter Seals Minnesota provides services for people with barriers to education, employment and independence in achieving their goals. They teach individuals the work skills needed to obtain and maintain a job through case management and experience in a real work setting. They also train participants to build essential employment skills through industry-specific, hands-on work experience and classroom instruction. Skill training is available in automotive, banking, call center/customer service, construction, forklift operations and retail services industries. Service-learning opportunities include Mock Interviewer, GED Tutor, Job Club Guest Speaker, E-Commerce Web Assistant and Photographer, Book Enthusiast, Medical Equipment Loan Assistant, Donation Drive Host, and Car Auction Assistant!. Contact Beth Mammenga at bmammenga@goodwilleasterseals.org  or 651-379-5937
Guild, Inc. http://www.guildincorporated.org/index.htm
Guild Incorporated is a health and human services organization that exists to help people with mental illness lead quality lives.  They provide services that help individuals served live in safe affordable housing, work or pursue education, maintain their physical and mental health, have recreation and socializing opportunities, and live satisfying lives.  Contact Jeanne Rasmussen at 651-455-4344 x 36 or jrasmussen@guildincorportate.org  
Hmong Culture and Language Program -- www.csp.edu/hmongcultureprogram/
The Hmong Culture and Language Program is sponsored by Concordia University-St. Paul. The mission of the program is to preserve the Hmong culture and language through storytelling, gardening, and the arts. The program has identified the need of Hmong children to learn their heritage language so they can better acquire their second and additional languages, to preserve their cultural expertise including traditional dances and arts, as well as gardening practices.  English speaking Hmong-American youth are able to mentor those who are just learning the language, and help the new refugees learn about American culture, lifestyles, what to expect when they go to school, what some of our ‘strange’ sayings mean.  Refugee Hmong youth are able to help the Hmong children who have been born and raised in the United States understand their history, which gives them insights into their parents and grandparents.  English speaking non-Hmong students assist with literacy and traditional Hmong and American games.  Students can help with the summer camp or Saturday activities on campus.  Contact Concordia professor Sally Baas at 651-603-6188 or baas@csp.edu. 

Hubbs Center   http://hubbs.spps.org/  
The Hubbs Center provides instruction to adults in many areas – English language, basic reading, writing and math, high school diploma, and GED.  Computer use and the use of technology are also integrated into the curriculum.  Services are available to native English speakers as well as immigrants and refugees who may be new to the community.  Students can complete service-learning by tutoring one-on-one or as classroom assistants.  Other ideas welcome.  Training required and provided.  Located close to campus (1030 University Ave).  Contact Ruth Rodriguez at 651-290-4728.  
Immigrant Law Center of Minnesota    http://www.immigrantlawcentermn.org/ilcm.htm 
The mission of ILCM is to provide free and low-cost legal services and immigration-related educational services to meet the ever-expanding needs of the immigrant and refugee communities in Minnesota.  The Youth Intervention Project, which educates youth on the risks of crime and deportation for immigrants, would be a great way for those studying Spanish to use their skills or for those in education to accrue some classroom experience and teaching hours.  Also great exposure for anyone interested in pursuing law.  There are various other projects and opportunities for students to get involved.  Located close to campus, near Target (450 Syndicate St. N).  Contact Brent Hamoud at 651-641-1011 or brent.hamoud@ilcm.org 
PLUS Time/Liberty Plaza (Twin Cities Housing Development Corporation) http://www.tchdc.org/asp_pages/liberty_plaza.asp 
Liberty Plaza is a 173-unit development located about 2 miles east of Concordia off of Marshall Ave (290 Arundel St).  Close to 500 people including nearly 300 children under the age of 17 live at the development, and over 70% of the households are recent immigrants and refugees.  PLUS Time is an after-school program for children K-5 at Liberty Plaza, entirely volunteer driven and run by Concordia students.  It operates Monday through Friday from 3:30-6pm, and volunteers come to assist in improving the children’s math, science, and literacy skills as well as social-behavioral skills by helping them with homework and building rewarding relationships with them.  Other opportunities at Liberty Plaza may be available for students to work with adults, children, youth, and families – such as with English language skills, family literacy, and programming on financial literacy and small business development.  Contact Concordia Professor Michele Pickel at 651-641-8786 or Liberty Plaza Program Manager Wolde Selameab at 651-292-0211 x 121

St Peter Claver Homeless Shelter
The St Peter Claver Homeless Shelter is part of Project Home, a program sponsored by the St. Paul Area Council of Churches.  With the assistance of two different churches each month, the Council of Churches offers overnight shelter daily to many families.  The St. Peter Claver Parish, located at 375 N Oxford St (close to campus-a block north of Hwy 94, off of Lexington Ave.), serves as one of the sites for the shelters during the months of October and April.  From 5:30 pm until 8 am the next morning, families are provided with food and safety, indoors and together.  Volunteers work in two shifts – 5:30-8:45pm and 8:30pm-7am.  Guests and volunteers spend the night in the gathering room of the St. Peter Claver Church basement.  Contact Concordia Professor, Dr. Julie Jochum Gartrell at 651-641-8822 or jochum@csp.edu  Contact Sara Liegl at 651-646-8805 x 18 for information about other Project Home projects.  
Skyline Tower (CommonBond Community)   http://www.commonbond.org/  
The affordable-housing hi-rise, across I-94 from Concordia, has 504 units in it.  Built in the early 1970’s, it was conceived as a convenient, in-town residence for a broad cross-section of the population.  It currently houses over 1000 people, 85% of whom are new Americans.  Most of the immigrants are African, although this is truly an international community – there are estimates that over thirty languages are spoken at Skyline.  CommonBond Community, a low-income housing development organization, owns the building and provides a broad range of social services to residents, including youth programs, resident council, computer classes, senior services, English as a Second Language classes, in-house social worker and a food shelf, among others.  Students can work with the youth homework center, computer classes or adult tutoring.  Located very close to campus (1247 St Anthony Ave).  Contact Program Manager, Brenda Petry, at 651-999-7523.  
Trinity First Lutheran School’s Tiger Club
The mission of Trinity First School is to provide a Christ-centered foundation for life through academics, athletics and the arts. Offering a nurturing setting that is sensitive to the cultural and economic diversity of our community, Trinity First believes in building relationships with the families they serve. The goal of the Tiger Club is to provide an environment of quality, structured, personal Christian care for Trinity First’s students in grades K-8 from the end of the school day until the end of the work day.  Opportunities include tutoring, mentoring, teaching art, music, and recreation activities.  Hours are from 2:30-5:30 p.m. on weekdays. Located in Minneapolis.  Contact Director of the Tiger Club, Heidi Breitbarth at 612-870-9487 (work), 763-443-5418 (cell) or hbreitbarth@csp.edu










University YMCA     http://www.ymcatwincities.org/locations/universityY/university_main.asp 
The University YMCA, located nearby at the University of MN (1801 University Ave SE), seeks to develop the ethical leadership capacities of young adults in a context of social justice issues.  They do this by combining cross-cultural and community-based experiences with reflective learning.  The University YMCA serves more than 500 college students and 600 youth each semester.  Students can work with youth through Y-Tutors (classroom and individual tutoring), Y-Force (middle school community service groups), or Y-Buddies (elementary and middle school mentoring, similar to Big Brothers/Big Sisters).  Students can also get involved in the Environmental Backpacking Program (service, education, and trips), the Immersion Program (social justice-focused and student-led alternative break trips over winter, spring, and summer breaks, to various destinations around the US and world), or the Metro Internship Program (a 6-credit University of Minnesota class with corporate and non-profit internships).  For youth programming, contact Sara Testen at 612-676-3790. For other programs, contact 612-676-7714.  

Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) www.taxes.state.mn.us 

VITA is a program sponsored by the Minnesota Department of Revenue with the United Way of the Twin Cities.  This program provides free tax assistance at community locations (usually evening hours and Saturdays).  Volunteers complete simple tax returns for low income, disabled, limited-English proficient and elderly persons.  They’re looking for people who enjoy working with numbers, but you don’t need to know how to prepare taxes.  Volunteers will be trained in IRS, MN tax law and the e-filing process. A certification test is given at the end of the training.  Commitment of once a week, (afternoons, evenings or Saturday mornings), from February 1 to April 15 is required.  Dinner is served for evening times.  Contact Richard Som at 651-556-6613 or richard.som@state.mn.us 
Youth Express     http://www.youthexpress.org/ 
Youth Express provides youth with an outlet to build positive relationships and participate in opportunities that improve their lives and the communities where they live. Program activities are offered year-round in the areas of education/enrichment, youth leadership, and employment. Located at Dunning Recreation Center – very close to campus! Contact Chris Oland at 651-659-0613 ext 3.
UPDATES PENDING:
Lexington-Hamline Community Council – www.lexham.org 
The Lex-Ham Community Council seeks to improve the quality of life and bring about positive community change in the Lex-Ham neighborhood, where Concordia is located.  This is done through active involvement of neighborhood residents in community projects, programs, and direct action on issues which affect the neighborhood.  Students can assist with block organizing and citizen engagement, office help to research/organize historical files, update fundraising log and compile housing data, work with the council to develop a plan for revitalizing Selby Avenue, or come up with a variety of other projects.  Contact the staff at 651-645-3207.  
Minnesota Coalition for the Homeless and X-Committee http://www.mnhomelesscoalition.org/resources/newsletter/valuing-engagement/  
The Coalition, which is comprised of more than 150 agencies from throughout the state, has been fighting since 1984 to end homelessness in Minnesota.  Through its community education, legislative advocacy, and technical assistance activities, the Coalition works to prevent homelessness by helping communities to design homeless response systems that meet their needs.  About one-third of the Coalition’s board of directors has experienced homelessness.  The mission is to generate policies, community support, and local resources for housing and services to end homelessness in Minnesota.  Students can volunteer or intern in the areas of organizing, policy research, lobbying, and technical assistance.  The Coalition also sponsors the X-Committee, a group of people who consider themselves of, by, and for the homeless and who are organizing both for political change and for self-reliant projects that improve conditions for the homeless community overall.  Members of the X-Committee have spoken at Concordia convocations during National Hunger and Homelessness Awareness Week.  Contact Mike Davey at 612-879-9437.  

On Our Own  

On Our Own is a unique adult foster care facility, a cooperative housing association for adults with developmental disabilities, located close to campus (740 Marshall Ave).  The members of On Our Own are self-governing and interdependent, living in various types of housing suitable to their needs and work at forms of employment appropriate to their talents.  On Our Own provides educational opportunities, financial planning assistance, community involvement, and a network of peer support.  The cooperative spirit enables members to become self-sufficient taxpayers and contributing members of society rather than persons dependent upon the welfare system.  Students can develop service-learning projects suited to their own talents and interests as well as the needs and interests of the members of the On Our Own community.  Contact Rosita Meehan at 651-292-1305.  

Resource Center of the Americas    www.americas.org 
Resource Center of the Americas informs, educates, and organizes to promote human rights, economic justice, democratic participation, and cross cultural understanding in the context of globalization in the Americas.  They have a lending library open to the public; Bookstore of the Americas, the largest Spanish-English bookstore in the upper Midwest; Café of the Americas, a fair trade café; Centro de Derechos Laborales, an immigrant workers’ rights project; YO!, youth organizing on sweatshops and child labor; a policy project on labor, globalization and human rights; Spanish, Portuguese and ESL language classes; and lectures and professional development workshops on issues related to globalization, immigration, and general Latin American topics.  Located just a couple miles west off of Lake St/Marshall Ave in Minneapolis.  Call 612-276-0788.  
St Paul Public Libraries Homework Centers - www.stpaul.lib.mn.us/homework/   

The mission of the St Paul Public Library Homework Centers is to provide a safe learning environment with academic support for students in a public library setting.  The Homework Centers seek dedicated and compassionate individuals to tutor all ages in a one-on-one capacity.  The Homework Centers operate on a drop-in basis, so tutors are paired with students as they come in.  Training is provided and hours are flexible.  Lexington Outreach Library branch is located close to campus (1080 University Ave).  Several other library branches have Homework Centers as well.  Contact Emma Rosenthal at 651-642-0343. 
Women’s Advocates    www.wadvocates.org 
The mission of Women’s Advocates is to eliminate violence in the lives of battered women and their children.  The agency’s goals are to:  1.  Assist women through shelter, support, information, advocacy, and education to successfully leave violent relationships;   2.  Teach children and youth to use non-violent alternatives when relating to others;  3.  Change community attitudes about domestic violence through information and education.  Located close to campus (588 Grand Ave).  Contact Donna Moores at 651-726-5217 or dmoores@wadvocates.org.  
Service-learning areas

Adult Literacy

Arts & Media

Community Development

Criminal Justice

Disabilities

Employment, Business, Finance

Environmental Issues

Health & Human Services

History 
Homelessness

Immigrants & Refugees

Miscellaneous 
Parent Education

Seniors

Women’s Issues


