
Search Techniques 
 

o Develop a list of the words that describe your topic, brainstorm a 
list, include synonyms 

o Connect keywords with AND (narrow), OR (expand), NOT (limit) 
 

   
 

o use truncation * for various spelling, endings, etc (e.g. child* will 
find child, children, child’s) 

o use “ “ or ( ) for phrase searching 
o use keywords (everyday language) and subject headings (formal, 

controlled vocabulary) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


